
Feedback from the Link 
Group, Big Meeting and 

Advocacy Groups



News from Self Advocacy 
Groups

The Self Advocacy groups have been talking 
to lots of services in the city

•
 

The Tuesday Group are visiting the Fire 
station 

•
 

Two people from the groups trained 
managers and staff from homes in getting 
residents cooking more.

•
 

The Wednesday Group have been doing 
more work with City Clean and City Parks 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.savebrightonfirestation.com/images/m_Preston_Circus_Fire_Station_1.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.savebrightonfirestation.com/&usg=__RHLglm3CI7vUiB_m3MUvUWt2NaY=&h=200&w=300&sz=19&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=80AkBbdNSuwr5M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=preston+circus+fire+station&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GGLL_en&tbs=isch:1&ei=rguCTeSjAtC2hAfq2eTBBA


•
 

The Tuesday Group went to the 
library. Some people joined for 
the first time and took out DVDs. 
Getting support to go back is an 
issue for some people.

•
 

The Wednesday Group visited 
the Brighton Centre. They gave 
them advice on making 
information better.

•
 

Two people from the group were 
worried about cuts to services 
went to the protest



What we talked about at the 
Big Meeting

•
 

26 people with learning disabilities 
came to the Big Meeting. We had 
people come from 3 new services

•
 

We talked about 2 subjects. The 
Chairs Planning Group asked the Big 
Meeting to talk about the Budget. 
The Link Group had a new idea for 
people to be Secret Shoppers



•
 

We divided into four groups and asked 3 questions
•

 
The Council are not going to give extra money to 
services to take into account things getting more 
expensive this year. This is called Inflationary Uplift. 
What do you think of that?

•
 

The Council want to save money by more 
people being on self directed support. 
What do you know about self directed 
support or individual budgets?

•
 

The Council want residential homes to share their 
staff. When one home is short staffed, staff can come 
to help from another home. What do you think 
about this idea?

The Budget



What do you know about Individual Budgets 
or self directed support?

•
 

Only 2 people knew what an Individual Budget or Self 
Directed Support was

•
 

Everyone else said it is too difficult to understand
•

 
People at the Big Meeting and in the Link Group think 
that they need information that is easy to understand 
about Self Directed Support

•
 

2 people have self directed support.  One person said 
it is ‘confusing and mentally draining’. The other person 
talked about having to pay for extra 
support to go to meetings which he 
can’t really afford.



Residential homes sharing staff if they 
are short staffed

•
 

People had a lot of different views about 
homes sharing staff 

•
 

People were worried that their needs would 
not be met if they did not have staff they 
know supporting them

•
 

People talked about making sure that the 
staff have the right training to work in 
different houses. This includes training to 
use hoists and understanding what  individual 
residents need

•
 

People were worried that they might not be 
able to get out into the community if they 
did not have enough staff to support them



•
 

People also talked about the good 
side of sharing staff.

•
 

Some people already live in homes 
that share staff with other homes. 
They think this is ok as they know 
the staff who do swaps.

•
 

Some people said they liked the 
idea of different staff helping 
them. They like meeting different 
people as long as it is not always a 
new person.

•
 

Some people were not happy about 
the idea of strangers being in the 
house



No increase in money for 
services

•
 

People do not think it is good to 
give less money to services.

•
 

They are worried they will not 
get the support they need. 

•
 

They think the council should 
give more cash!



•
 

The Link Group asked people at the 
Big Meeting if they want to be 
secret shoppers. Secret Shoppers 
check out how good services are 
for people with learning 
disabilities.

•
 

The Big Meeting loved this idea!!
•

 
5 people volunteered to be Secret 
Shoppers. They will report back to 
the next Big Meeting what they 
found out.

Being Secret Shoppers
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